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Editors Note

The content of this book comprises writings and
letters written by Casey during their time at
Santa Rita Jail in the year before they were sen-
tenced to federal prison. Some of the ideas and
opinions expressed in this text are rooted in a
particular moment in time and do not reflect
Casey’s current views on strategy, approach, and
political action. These are not definitive state-
ments and must not be construed as such, espe-
cially given that Casey is imprisoned and certain

ideas may create undesirable repercussions.

The editors have aimed to be as faithful as possi-
ble to Casey’s original words in the transcription
and editing process, with minor spelling and

grammar changes for readability.
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Let’s get everybody who's been criminal-
ized together and figure out how we can undo this

state of affairs.

— Ruth Wilson Gilmore *



At the time of this writing, the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice has announced it is launching a “major civil rights investi-
gation” into the University of California, based on claims that it
allowed pro-Palestine anti-war and anti-genocide protests to
create an allegedly “hostile antisemitic work environment” on
several campuses during the 2023-24 school year. Such investi-
gations serve as a high-profile example of the primary narrative
strategy of victim-reversal deployed by defenders of Israeli zion-
ist settler colonialism: the dubious charge that to oppose “Israel”
as it actually exists—a European Jewish settler nation based on
land theft, occupation, native population displacement, and
anti-Palestinian genocide-warfare—is to be categorically “anti-
Semitic.” This intellectually and historically dishonest defense
mechanism also hinges on the equally deceptive premise that to
be against zionism—the western imperialist ideology that spiri-
tually animates the (white) Civilization and nation-building
project of “Israel’—is to be an anti-Semite. The zionist entity of
Israel thrives on this fabricated aura of vulnerability and the
ruse of “innocence” that is generated by this ploy of victim re-
versal.

The current D.O.]. probe of the University of California
underway is part of a larger campaign organized by the Trump-
Vance “MAGA” bloc, in lockstep with the far-Right Israeli gov-
ernment, to exert intensifying political-legal pressure on the ad-
ministrative, industrial, and financial structure of U.S. universi-
ties where strong movements against Israeli apartheid exist

and/or popular support for Palestinian liberation is growing.’

The so-called Federal Task Force to Combat Anti-



semitism, since February, has multiplied its counter-offensive
attack on the Palestine solidarity movement in what appears to
be a “shock-and-awe” approach to coercing the entire social
ecosystem of Higher Education back into the normative con-
duct and disciplinary constraints of zionist conformity. All
funding from the federal government “will stop for any college,
school, or university that allows illegal protests,” writes Donald
Trump proudly from his personal social media platform, “agita-
tors will be imprisoned/or permanently sent back to the country
from which they came,” or if it is an “American student,” they
will be “permanently expelled, or, depending on the crime, ar-
rested.”

U.S. American-Israeli zionist settler empire is ap-
proaching the 2024 intifada on the university campuses from
the perspective of international geopolitics, domestic counter-
insurgency, and modern warfare. Meanwhile, our Palestine soli-
darity movement still overwhelmingly organizes itself according
to liberal-pacifist and reformist terms of engagement. Far from
some irrational retributive campaign by the government to pun-
ish university institutions where dissent and support for Pales-
tine has become most pronounced, such measures against the
U.C. system (and similar institutions) are the expression of a
more general urgency from (global) settler empire to realign the
material equation of force that last spring was momentarily
thrown into crisis by the convergence of anticolonial insurgency
on campus across the country—an equation that was first up-
ended in Palestine on October 7, 2023. That is, the material

equation of force that underpins colonialism and the larger im-



perialist world order in which the zionist entity of Israel is a
lynchpin and forward base.

This spate of federal investigations is strategic, calcu-
lated within the geopolitical and military context of U.S.-Israeli
joint counterinsurgency doctrine: “Comprehensive civilian and
military efforts designed to simultaneously defeat and contain”
emergent and potential articulations of anti-zionist resistance.

We are now experiencing the current far-Right coali-
tion government mobilize the ostensibly liberal-humanist legal
regime of “civil rights” (Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act)
on the fraudulent basis of “combatting antisemitism,” to do far
much more than simply penalize participants of the 2024 cam-
pus revolt retroactively. What we are in fact experiencing is the
capitalist, white-supremacist state proactively fortity an infra-
structure that is essential for the continued social reproduction,
ideological coherence, and hegemony of a singular apparatus of
settler empire formed between the United States of Amerika
and Israeli nation-states.

In this historical and theoretical context, it becomes
easily apparent that the CUNY 8, the Ann Arbor 11, Leqaa
Kordia, Mahmoud Khalil, and i (among others) are all targets of
this peculiar, historically-specific wave of ongoing repression.
And yet, each of us are merely exemplary objects of criminaliza-
tion. Suspensions and expulsions, visas revoked, detained to be
deported, two-decade-long prison sentence proposed—we are
some of the latest defendants and prisoners from the Palestine
liberation movement in the United States. Some of us can even

be called prisoners of war. The attempt of the colonial apparatus



to neutralize us is meant to invoke fear in the present, as much
as it is a preemptive attack against the potential for a revolu-
tionary subversion of the U.S.-Israeli war machine catalyzed by
the convergence of society onto campuses throughout the impe-
rial-settler core. Toward the fulfillment of our generation’s his-
torically necessary task: the abolition of the University of Em-
pire, of which each of our various legal cases represent a differ-

ent facet or sector of this most recent cycle of struggle.

The state uses the imprisonment of political leaders and
rank-and-file activists as a bludgeon against movement victo-
ries. Their incarceration is a reminder of the strength, poten-
tial, and, just as crucially, the weaknesses and vulnerabilities
of radical mass movements. As a result, political prisoners
serve collective prison time for all those who participated in

the movements from which they emerged.s



Notes

[Editor’s note: this chapter was originally released as a zine in Sep-

tember 2024 by Bloomington Anarchist Black Cross.]
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Casey Goonan is a dedicated community educator, writer,
distroist, printer, and anarchist/anti-imperialist political
prisoner who has committed their life to struggles for
liberation. Casey is incarcerated for actions carried out in
solidarity with Palestinians facing genocide in Gaza and in
response to the repressive actions against the pro-Palestine
student encampments in the United States. In January
2025, Casey pleaded guilty to one count of maliciously
damaging or destroying property used in or affecting inter-
state commerce by means of fire or an explosive for the ar-
son attack on a campus police car. As part of a plea agree-
ment, Casey took responsibility for other attacks but
pleaded not guilty to the additional charges and was sen-
tenced to 235 months in federal prison. Just as Casey has
persistently for years cared for, supported, and struggled
alongside incarcerated comrades, we aim to replicate these
actions in solidarity with Casey as they continue their
struggle from the other side of the wall. A note from Casey
in September 2025: “Thanks to everybody out there who
has shown me love and offered support through this time. I
wish every prisoner could experience the level of support
you all have shown to me. In here, I've done my best to
show my love to all my fellow prisoners and I remain
steadfast to the movement to Palestinian liberation and the
movements for decolonization and abolition worldwide.”

More information:

freecaseynow.noblogs.org
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Writing a letter to a political prisoner or prisoner of war is a
concrete way to support those imprisoned for their political
struggles. A letter is a simple way to brighten someone’s day
in prison by creating human interaction and communication
—something prisons attempt to destroy. Beyond that, writ-
ing keeps prisoners connected to the communities and
movements of which they are a part, allowing them to pro-
vide insights and stay up to date. Writing to prisoners is not
charity, as we on the outside have as much to gain from
these relationships as the prisoners. Knowing the importance
of letter writing is crucial. Prisons are very lonely, isolating,
and disconnected places. Any sort of bridge from the outside

world is greatly appreciated. Find out more:

nycabc.wordpress.com
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